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BOOK REVIEWS
et al.: Book Reviews

The Changing American Countryside: Rural People and Places
edited byEmery N. Castle. Lawrence: University of Kansas Press,
1995. 563 pp. $45.00 cloth, $25.00 paper.
Janet Kelly Moen
University of North Dakota

Rural sociologists across the country should welcome this

ambitious volume. Not only does it provide a historical approach to
the examination of the vast changes that have transformed rural

America, but it does so in a multidisciplinary fashion. There is
something for everyone in it.
This volume grew out of the work of the National Rural

Studies Committee, a group funded through a grant from the W.K.
Kellogg Foundation. The committee, made up of people from
around the country and from a variety of backgrounds, began to
convene in 1987 to discuss pressing issues relating to rural America.
The mix of the participants lent strength to the book as each

provided valuable insights from their different perspectives
concerning rural areas. Thetopics they discussed, all with emphasis
on social change, are as varied as the countryside they describe.
They include literature, demography, economics, poverty,
regionalism, ethnic diversity, anthropology, governance,
environment, and history.
Chapters in the volume were selected with the intent of

making the separate pieces work together. Careful editing was
especially necessary since the volume took nine years to produce.
The list of contributors is impressive, and many have synthesized
work that took decades to produce. Interested readers would be
wise to head straight into the heart of this book to read the
Drabenstott and Smith chapter entitled "Finding Rural Success: The

New Economic Landscape and Its Implications." This chapter
furnishes a great overview ofthe landscape of change in rural
communities. In describing communities as the "winners" and

"losers" on economic dimensions, its authors graphically illustrate
national trends that distinguish rural places from each other. Readers
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will gain quick insight into the forces that have altered rural areas.
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
Current trends are depicted that reveal areas of rural growth, while
also showing the more remote, agriculturally dependent regions that
are languishing.
The section on regional and ethnic diversity is an especially
welcome addition to rural readings. This section tells how rural
African American, Latin Americans, and Native Americans deal with

issues that effect them. The inclusion of the important Salamon
chapter on midwestern ethnicity serves to round out this treatment of
diversity. Also important is the Starr chapter on the arid West that
provides insight into regional conflicts over topography and
environment.

In another intriguing section, Howarth, a professor of

American literature, describes in his contribution the concept of
pastoral. He takes the reader on a historical journey through the
literature on pastoralism. He provides citations for a wide variety of
literary works that can be consulted. Those works capture the
marvelous special imagery that has been immortalized throughout
the rise of the Western tradition.

This volume will be of special interest to those teaching rural
sociology, but it also might be easily used in courses on history or
economic development. There is enough material in its twenty-six
chapters that it might be used alone or parts of it might be used to
compliment other works. For example, a nice companion piece
might be David Danbom's Born in the Couniry: A History ofRural
America (1995). Additionally, numerous tables, maps, and other
graphics make the work not only interesting but useful. Extensive
references also are conveniently cited at the end of the volume.
Academic audiences are not the only ones that will find this work
pleasing. This volume is written in a manner that will make it
enjoyable for a general audience. Anyone with even a passing

interest in the fate of rural America will want to get this book.
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Harvest ofHope: FamilyFarming/Farming Families by Lorraine
et al.: Book
Garkovich, Janet L. Bokemeier,
andReviews
BarbaraFoote. Lexington:
University Press of Kentucky, 1995. 236 pp. $24.95 cloth.
Diane Kayongo-Male
South Dakota State University

Telling the stories of their lives, members of eighty Kentucky
farm families, interviewed bythe authors, take the reader along on a
journey into their world of survival and adaptation. The theme of
Harvest ofHope is that if families do not "harvest hope," they will
not stay in farming. Extensive citations from the stories of the

families provide insight into the challenges facing them as they
continue to adapt to global market fluctuations, government
regulations, and changing rural demographic patterns. Myths about
farm life are also deconstructed.

This work falls midway between two methodological styles.
One is the fully developed case study of single families in the
tradition of Arlie Hochschild's, Second Shift (1989) and M. Suzanne
Sontag and Margaret Bubolz's Families on Small Farms (1996), and
the otheris the more generalizabie study emerging from systematic
sample surveys like those found in the special issue on "Farm
Families and Stability and Change" inFamily Relations (October
1987). This book contains a rich set of snapshots, a composite of the
eighty families, that form a moving picture passing through the
heartland.

A verstehen (subject-centered) approach to family farming is
used. It gives the broadest socio-historical explanation of changes
and conflicts in family farming. This book is refreshing because it
provides an understanding of diverse family situations rather than
conditioning the reader to receive a homogenized portrait of the
typical farm family as derived from quantitative survey research.
Also the poems of Foote at the start of each chapter offeran
additional "voice" that gives insight into the experience of farmers.
The in-depth case focused approach of the authors broadens
our understanding of the meaning of a wide-range of

interdependencies of farm families with others. Towns adjacent to
farming communities mirror the ebb and flow of the farming
74
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enterprises. In turn, as Main Street is devitalized, the lives of farmers
Great Plains
Sociologist,
Vol. 9 [1996],
Art. 6
are impoverished.
Churches
disappear
as populations
shrink.
Businesses go under when the discretionary income of farm families
dwindles and national chain stores colonize Main Street.

The authors provide information and statistics on farm
production, federal farm legislation, and government programs.
These economic and political facts are used as a framework for the
stories of the farmers. Their stories are ones of hope and persistence
involving running the business, doing the farm work, and telling of
the roles and experiences of children.

Operating a family farm as a business enterprise is
complicated. Non-farm women, the authors point out, must leam the
business. Women who marry into families must earn their place in
the enterprise. In a national environment with rising divorce rates, a
resultant protective distancing from women who marry into a farm
family, is somewhat understandable. Conflicts also arise between
generations over productiongoals, land purchases, and decisions
about sales.

Farming is not a business that makes room for new wealth.
The authors refer to a Department of Agriculture estimate that at
least half a million dollars is needed to run a farm that will support a

family. Hence, families have developed various strategies to facilitate
the entrance of their children into farming. They allow children to
build up credit within the farm enterprise, begin purchasing essential
equipment, and purchase land through co-signed loans. All these
efforts do not mean that inheritance and financial decisions are

unproblematic. Families do experience deeply divisive conflicts over
business arrangements.

Though farm children are needed to keep the land securely
within the family in the future, few stay on the farm as they reach
adulthood. Younger college educated farmers owned, the authors
state, over half of the farms that went under in the bankruptcies in
North Dakota, Iowa, and Texas during the 1970-80s. They also note
a "near absence of young farm couples" (p. 71) on the farm. One is
also reminded of the Midwest farm bachelors who have advertised

nationally for spouses.
Farm families continue to be bound together through their
joint work activities. Parents especially appreciate, the authors
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comment, the fact that children see fathers often during the day
al.: Book Reviews
because they are always et
working
somewhere around the farm.
Similarly, the work of children on the farm is real work. All jobs that
children do are important to the overall production effort, and much
of the work that they do directly translates into additional income.
But unlike the situation of the past generations of farm children, the
current rapidity of technological change has resulted in a situation in
which these children are unlikely to acquire the skills to prepare them
for a future in farming.
The stories of farm women do not bear out the myth ofthe
father as the sole decision-maker. They tell of being the bookkeeper
for the entire farm and participating fully in crucial farm decisions.
The stereotypical view of women doing off-farm work, or what the
authors call "public work," hides that for many farm families this is
the only cost-effective means of obtaining decent health insurance.
Growing up on an American farm, the authors show, entails
much physical and social isolation. Still the social problems of the
cities, although more hidden are still there. Children are free to
explore the countryside without the worry of traffic and drive-by
shootings, but they are also very far from emergency medical help if
an accident does occur. Farming itself is one of the most dangerous
occupations in America with potential accidents involving farm
chemicals and rnachinery. As an occupation, farming is subject to
many environmental and political vagaries and provides limited
economic profitability to family farmers.
Undergraduate and graduate students in rural sociologyand

community development courses should be very receptive to this
book. It covers the complex relationship between family farming,
United States farm policy, and the global economic system. The
book presents material in an engaging, understandable manner. It
will most certainly encourage fruitful discussion on government
social and agricultural policy as it constrains or facilitates family

farming.
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Beyond the Amber
Waves ofGrain: An Examination ofSocial and
Economic Restructuring in the Heartland by Paul Lasley, F. Larry

Lcistritz, Linda M. Lobao, and Katherine Meyer. Boulderi AVestview
Press. 1995. 256 pp. $39.95 paper.
Carol J. Cumber

South Dakota State University
Rural life is in a state of transition. Theformer network of

family farms and rural business is giving way to larger agricultural
producers and suppliers dependent on increasingly centralized centers
of rural commerce. Within this transition, rural communities and
people are struggling to preserve their economic futures.

This volume is the result ofamethodical attempt to tell the story
of those who struggled and survived the farm crisis of the 1980s.

The authors claim this work to be "the first systematic account that
locates the farm crisis ofthe 1980s within the larger historical trend

ofrural restructuring." The book is based upon interdisciplinary
research involving the North Central Regional Farm Survey (1989)
of more than 7,000 farm men and women across the twelve North

Central states, the region identified as hardest hit by the farm crisis.
The researchers are an interdisciplinary team ofagricultural
economists, economists, rural sociologists, sociologists, and home
economists who strive to present a more comprehensive view ofthe

effects offarm restructuring than has been previously accomplished.
The purpose ofthis work is "to examine the consequences ofthe
crisis for Midwestern farm women and men focusing on the areas of
their lives in which changes were likely to occur" (p. 11). The book

is structured as an edited volume, with various researchers presenting
their work in independent chapters.
The book is divided into three parts. The first is the farm
enterprise, which includes chapters on the financial characteristics of

farm operators, the process ofadaptation and the consequences to
the farm system, and plans for changing the farm business and need

for training. Part two focuses on the farm household, discussing the
changing division oflabor on family farms, the impacts offinancial
hardship on familial well-being, and perceptions ofhardship and
77
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managing life. Part three centers on community and social

et al.: Book
Reviews
interaction. Community change,
plus
organizational, community, and
political involvement as responses to rural restructuring, was studied.
The following conclusions are derived from this study. A long-

term trend toward fewer and larger farm production units continued
unabated during the "farm crisis" ofthe mid-1980s.

The view that farmers as a whole became more politically active
during the decade of the farm crisis is disputed. There was little

variation in overall rates and patterns ofactivism compared to the
pre-crisis era. Disparities among counties adjacent to metro areas,
manufacturing dependent rural counties, and farm-dependent
counties became exaggerated during the crisis period. Job
opportunities in the adjacent rural communities were generally
perceived as having grown worse. The state of community services
and conditions varied by metro or rural county and the service mix.
This research contributes to the literature on the rural life in

transition. Historically, research in this area has tended to focus on

case studies and single state samples. The combination of large
sample size and large geographic coverage support the possibility of
generalizabie conclusions in some areas. General statements about
the farm industry and farm families should continue to be made with

caution, for the location ofthe farm families surveyed creates
significant diversity of response.
The interdisciplinary approach provides a multi-faceted view of
social and economic restructuring in the heartland. The combination

of economists, who traditionally emphasize working within the

institutional framework ofthe United States agricultural system, with
sociologists, who have a tendency to beless accepting ofthe
parameters of the current agricultural system, was hoped to be
synergistic (p. 11). This approach is both a strength and a weakness

ofthe book. The authors assert that the disciplines respected the
positions of each other, and were optimistic that each would make
unique contributions to a better understanding ofthe effects ofthe

farm crisis. This end seems to have been achieved. That they
stopped there is unfortunate. The work would have been

strengthened ifthe authors had provided more in-depth
interdisciplinary synthesis oftheir individual findings.
While the breadth and depth ofthe study should interest readers.
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the combination ofage of the data (1989) and recent'events such as
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the sweepingGreat
changes
in agriculture expected as a result ofthe 1996

Federal Agricultural Improvement and Reform Act (FAIR), may
quickly date the findings and the their implications for the future.

Regardless ofthe questionable utility ofthis work for use in planning,
this book will provide a pertinent historical perspective on the 1980s
farm crisis and its impact on farm families. It is a good reference for

rural and community development courses and for those researching
social and economic restructuring issues in agriculture.

Any Way You CutIt: MeatProcessing in Small-Town America

edited by Donald D. Stull, Michael J. Broadway, and David Griffith.
Lawrence: University ofKansas Press, 1995. 269 pp. $35.00 cloth,
$17.95 paper.

Geoffrey Grant

South Dakota State University

This anthology ofeleven articles addresses the impact ofmeat
packing and processing on small towns in avariety ofgeographic
localities. Anthropologists, geographers, sociologists, journalists,
and industry specialists offer their perspectives on the topic ofmeat
processing in small towns.

The towns themselves have actively sought these industries in

hopes ofeconomic development, jobs, and prosperity. The authors
document the unintended problems created by these industries and
their practices. Such things as increased crime, homelessness, school
overcrowding, housing shortages, social disorder, cyclical migration,
environmental pollution, and poverty are all attributed to various

forms ofmeat processing. The type ofmeat processed differs with
geographic region. In Nebraska it is beef, in North Carolina it is blue

crab, and in Iowa it is pork and poultry.
These industries remain labor intensive in this time of

automation. Generally they pay their hand laborers poorly. The
large numbers ofworkers add to difficulties for regulatory agencies,
community public safety, and educational institutions.
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The meat processing industry began to change in the early
et al.: Book Reviews
1960s. Smaller processors
began to build new high technology
plants in rural areas close to their meat supply. Large producers such
as Hormel and Morrells, with large unions, were squeezed in this
competition. Hormel, known for major labor unrest in the 1980s,
had to either close plants or gain concessions from their unions.

Further changes have led to a few large food processors dominating
the meat packing industry.
Food processors draw their workers primarily from
minorities, immigrants, refugees, and women. "One out of sixteen
new industrial jobs in the U.S. is in a poultry plant. Almost 50
percent of America's 150,000 poultry workers are women, the
majority African-American" (p. 3). According to the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration (OSHA), meat, poultry, and fish
processing jobs are among the most hazardous in America.

Social problems follow these industries since the level of pay
is rarely a "living-wage." It is either just above or just below
federally established poverty levels. This is partially due to the
seasonal nature of the work or cyclical changes in demand for
products. Food processing workers often become part of the
"working-poor." Many new migrants, for instance, complicate their
problems when they return to their home countries on a seasonal

basis, for this limits their ability to gain necessary assistance from
local social institutions.

Policy issues addressed include the growing gap, both
geographic and social, between company management and their
workers. Local communities often seem unable to deal with food

processing giants such as Cargill, ConAgra, and IBP. These
companies may act with little restraint by local or state governments.
Government regulators are so unfocused they miss the bigger

picture, the overall impact of the industry on rural populations and
the rural environment.

The volume opens with an investigation of segmented labor
market theory and tries to carry this beyond just labor issues.
Broadway provides an overview of changes within the meat
processing industry. Bjerklie assesses the major problems of these
industries withdrawing into themselves and developing a defensive
posture with regulatory inspectors. Stull and Broadway focus more
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occupational
illnesses and injuries. Gouveia and Stull
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investigate the problems associated with construction of new IBP

plants in Lexington, Nebraska, and Garden City, Kansas.
Some articles look at communities within communities, the

food workers themselves and their families. Grey documents
difficulties experienced by Lao refugees in Storm Lake, Iowa.
Griffith authors two articles, one on the low wage Tyson Foods
poultry industry that recruit primarily Guatemalan immigrants, and a
second on blue crab processing in North Carolina where the labor
force is mostly Afncan-American women.
Hackenberg concludes the volume with a call to action. He

reviews the life ofJoe Hill, the pioneering labor leader and martyr.
He suggests that worker organizing may provide a partial solution to
the problems of meat plant workers.

A great deal of factual data on specific cases is provided in
this book. There are numerous figures and graphs showing trends.
There is even an occasional photograph to break up the narrative.
Even though the writing is not totally seamless or consistent from
article to article, the major themes do carry throughout, more so than

in most multi-authored books. The editors have done good work
here. This work would be most useful in a sociology of work or
occupations class, provided that it is not the only text.
The ideological bias of the book comes out most strongly in
the last article, while the rest of the work reports on the lives of
workers and their communities in a straight forward way. This book

does open a door and provide a bit of fresh air on food processing,
but is unlikely to have the impact of Sinclair Lewis' The Jungle.
Shock is not the goal ofthe writers so, for example, lengthy
descriptions ofthe "killing floor" are not used. If you eat, you should
know more about where food originates and the lives of those who
bring it to you. This book fulfills very well the need to know.
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The Prairie Winnows Out Its Own: The West River Country ofSouth

et al.: Book Reviews
Dakota in the Years ofDepression
and Dust by PaulaM. Nelson.
Iowa City: University of Iowa Press, 1996. 250 pp. $27.95 doth.
Elizabeth Evenson Williams

South Dakota State University
With this work on West River life in South Dakota in the

years before and during the Great Depression, Paula Nelson, a
professor of history, provides a finely written sequel to her first book
(After the West Was Won: Homesteaders and Town-Builders in

Western South Dakota, 1900-1917) that ten years ago won the
Jackson Prize of the Western History Association. Nelson in her
new book tells how West River residents were challenged in the
years surrounding the Depression, even more so than they had been

during the benchmark drought of 1910-11. This book, in telling this
story, provides not only a historical treatment, but also a much

broader discussion that sociologists will find of interest. People,
social forces, and events are skillfully woven together. Newspaper
accounts, in particular articles from The Dakota Farmer and the

weeklies inKadoka, Winner, and Bison, are heavily used. Nelson
also extensively quotes from persons and families who become key
characters in this account.

More than 100,000 homesteaders flooded into the West River

country of South Dakota between 1900-15. The aridity, treelessness,
and unpredictable weatherguaranteed that the ethos of those
pioneers would always be that of "better next year," that is, while this
year was hard, next year would be better. But there were no better

years for nearly two decades when the agricultural economy

collapsed after World War I, and that was followed with the drought
and grasshopper plagues of the Depression. The rise of radio and
mass culture in the same period, Nelson points out, only served to
increase the awareness of rural residents of national trends and tastes,
thereby increasing their sense of remoteness, isolation, and
marginality. Writing about the conditions of Kadoka, South Dakota

in the early part of this century. Nelson describes "struggle as the
continuing subtext" (p. 62) of the West River.

One of the important struggles. Nelson asserts, was to cope
82
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One of the important struggles, Nelson asserts, was to cope
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with isolation. Space and distance conspired to complicate the
delivery of religious, health care, and services. The automobile was

especially welcomed because this invention was regarded as a "space
annihilator" (p. 104). There was a paradox here in that "the
automobile promised to conquer distance, but the mind-set it created
—of unfettered freedom of movement, speed and power ~ collided
head-on with the realities of rural roads in the twenties" (p. 110).
Space and distance remained a problem for South Dakota.
The Depression forced, according to Nelson, West River farmers

to make a fundamental reassessment. Their initial premise had been
that increased population would be key to development of the region.
But drought and grasshoppers and hard times as well as government
reports and policies all pointed to the fact that depopulation of the
region, direct or indirect, would be key to survival for those who
remained. The earlier objective of population expansion, supported
through agricultural mechanization and crop selection, that seemed
to promise progress began to look ever more irrational during the
1930s as settlers were advised to practice drought-resistant
agriculture and land management. Farmers became ranchers. South
Dakota became ever more desolate, a trend that continues today.
Nelson spends some considerabletime examining the myth of the
independent Westerner who paradoxically at the same time relies on
government assistance. She traces the historical development of
government aid programs that were first delivered to rural America
during the Depression. While direct relief waned with the end of the

economic crisis, "the federal government during those years became
part of the very warp and woof of economic fabric of West River

life" (p. 167). Even the great rural virtue of "making do" with
made-over clothes, gardening, and general frugality was not enough
to withstand the challenges of federal assistance that came with the

Depression. The dependence that the highly individualistic Westerns
had resisted for many became institutionalized. The fact that much

of this region was now dependent on federal programs of various
types created a kind of crisis for those who viewed themselves as
rugged individualists. Another paradox emerged in that there

developed "a willingness to accept aid combined with a thorough
going contempt for and distrust of the federal government" (p. 189).
83
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This paradox seemingly continues even today through confrontations
al.: Book Reviews
like the standoff between et
the
Freemen and the FBI.
There is much to commend the work of Nelson on the West

River country during the years surrounding the Depression. The
research for her work is thorough, and this is reflected in her
comprehensive bibliography and end notes that are filled with

explanatory comments. Sociologists will appreciate her effort to
ferret out themes that transcend the time and place she examines.
Underlying all of her work is the respect and admiration ofNelson
for her subjects, the West River pioneers and their descendants.

Women and Power in Native North America edited by LauraF. Klein
and Lillian A. Ackerman. Norman: University of Oklahoma Press,
1995. 294 pp. $24.95 cloth.
Teresa Stallings
Northern State University
Women and Power in Native North America is a collection of

articles given at a symposium of the American Anthropological
Association held at Phoenix, Arizona, in 1988. It consists of articles

on eleven different Native American cultures that represent various
geographical locations in North America. The collection is designed
to show the complexity ofgender relations in these cultures, and to
challenge prevailing stereotypes of Native American women.

The editors in their introduction give a general description of
the stereotypes that relate to Native American women and discuss

previous anthropological studies that are pertinent. Power, the key
concept uniting the essays, is conceptualized as the ability of the
individual to maintain autonomy and control over the lives of others.
Power, as such, is a process that is constantly redefined as societal
conditions change. The editors, in presenting the articles, made a
conscious decision not to integrate them theoretically or empirically.
They simply posed a series of questions around which the authors
were to organize their work.
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Several major questions are dealt with in the collection.
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6

What were and are Native American women like? What were and

are their daily lives? How did they construct their lives? How did
others define their barriers and opportunities? How did these
women, along with men, create Native America? While these

questions have been addressed in previous anthropological works,
the basic theme that the editors see as unique to these essays is that a
sexual division of labor does not necessarily result in gender

inequality. While each ofthe societies described in the articles may
have a "sex-role plan" based on acquisition and preservation of
subsistence resources, actual power to produce distribute, and
control production heavily influences societal and institutional power.
In their analyses of gender inequality, the authors for the most

part envision power as being differentiated in the private and public
spheres of Native American life. Men almost invariably have
dominated the public sphere, with women enjoying only limited
influence. Women, however, have been viewed as
formidable forces in the private sphere. Hence, in the balance of

things, gender relations have been seen as being more or less equal.
The roles of men and women, both between and within spheres, have
been portrayed as complementary, in which the sexual division of
laborwas based on mutually dependent work responsibilities. Some
authors argued that dependence assured a somewhat equal balance of
power between the genders. Relations were based on a norm of

balanced reciprocity in which roles and statuses were different, but

not necessarily hierarchical or unequal. While the quality of life for
women and men may have differed based on the severity of
environmental conditions, their power in life emanated from their

indispensability in subsistence activities rather thanjust their
procreational abilities. An additional and substantial source of power
resulted from the ability of women to be self-supporting, and,
thereby, self-determining.
Power relations between men and women in Native American

societies, according to the authors, were drastically changed by
contact with European cultures, especially as trade became "cash
based" and the complementarity of the sexual division of labor

diminished. In instances where women owned the products of their
labor, their ability to accumulate wealth and power increased.
85
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drastically altering gender relations. In the instances where women
et al.: Book Reviews
did not originally control their labor products, the extent to which
power relations were altered is unclear.
Importantly many of the materials used in these articles are

from previously analyzed anthropological materials that originated
from European male sources and that reflect their cultural values.
Previous analyses of these materials portrayed Native North
American women as oppressed and relatively powerless with respect
to men. The writers of these collected essays have reinterpreted
these materials imposing a different set of assumptions as to the
determinants of gender inequality. Instead ofjudging male-female
power relations through looking exclusively at the outcomes of
gender interactions as had been done by previous researchers, these
authors consider the possible motives, content, and inevitability of
the interactions. If the interactions are perceived as resulting from a
mutual interdependence, then power relations are purported to be
essentially equal.
There is a problem with the pervasive assumption that
dependence equalizes power relations. In the analysis of Hegel of the
slave-owner relationship, the dependence of the owner on the slave
may give the slave some sort of influence or cosmic power, but it
does not make the slave powerful in determining his or her day-to
day living conditions. The descriptions of the lives of the Native
American women in the majority of these collected articles leads one
to believe that they are much like the slave, that is, they have had
some influence but little determination capabilities with respect to
their individual, as well as societal, decisions. This can be seen in the
restriction of activities of Native American women on the basis of the

menstrual taboo, a phenomenon that is described in detail in the
majority of these articles.
The more prevailing determinant of gender equality, as some

authors recognize, is ownership of the product of individual labor. In
descriptions of Northern Native American societies, where living
conditions are harsh and subsistence depends on strenuous physical
activities, men supply and own most of the societal survival
resources. Women, contrarily, are fundamental in the processing and
preservation of the resources that the men supply while, at the same

time, they enjoy no ownership of these resources. Substantial power
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markPlains
the resulting
gender relations. This is much more
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so than in less physically demanding climates where physical
abundance allows women to contribute resources of their own rather

thanjust process those that males supply.
While some of the assumptions and conclusions of the essays

seem problematic, theauthors are to becommended for providing
detailed descriptions of the lives of Native North American women

and for advancing thought provoking analyses. The editors are also
to be commended for gathering the articles in this collection to

provide a single source that brings together data from a great variety
of Native American cultures.

Becoming andRemaining a People: Native American Religions on
the Northern Plains hy}Aovj?ixdL,.\{djrod. Tucson: University of
Arizona Press, 1995. 151pp. $29.95 cloth, $15.95 paper.
Ellen Baird

University ofSouth Dakota

For a people to retain a collective identity, their beliefsystem
must be shared. Commonly held belief systems are present among
Native American tribes. Howard L. Harrod examines the belief

systems of the often neglected Northern Plains tribes of the Hidsada
and Mandan. These cultures flourished in the area that now is

known as North and South Dakota prior to the migration of the
Siouxian and Cheyenne people around 1100 AD.
The Hidsada and Mandan people have left their traces in the
mound culture that can still be seen today along the Missouri River.
They were agriculturists who hunted. Their everyday religious
beliefs and ritual structures became quite formalized but not static,
and this is the key issue that is explored in this book. Just because a

people remain in a specific area, Harrod argues, does not necessarily
mean that their belief system remains static. A culture may appear to
be stable but, because social change often takes place slowly, it may
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in actual fact be changing over the long mn.
al.: Book Reviews
People adapt theiret religious
life to fit their changing

environment. Identity and solidarity are confirmed through symbolic
interaction and culture-specific symbols. In previous works the
argument was made that the Hidsada and Mandan frames of religious
reference were static, but Harrod shows thatthey were innovative
and changed. Their ability to change, rooted in their collective

identity, held social disintegration at bay. While much change that
confronted them came slowly and was fairly easily accommodated,
the arrival of the horse, gun, and fur traders rapidly changed their
lives. Although the Hidsada and Mandan retained key aspects of
their beliefsystems, they adapted and changed them to fit their new
reality. Their religious beliefs were based on special rituals, like the
Mandan Okipa and the Hidsada Naxpike or hide beating ceremonies,
that made possible for them to move on to the next season or

religious event. This allowed the Hidsada and Mandan to adapt their
societies over time to accommodate the changes in their world.
Harrod has done a goodjob of successfully compiling the
records of the Hidsada and Mandan tribes to reveal the social

evolution of their beliefsystems. He demonstrates how their

collective identity is based on shared belief systems that are
constantly changing, The reader of this book might nevertheless do

well to remember that religion is covered from a Western paradigm
that examines it as a distinct entity, while for Native Americans there

is no clear dividing line between their general culture and religion,
that is, both are part oftheir general cosmology and in everyday life
are not taken apart. This book may be useful, as long as it is not
required to stand on its own, for classes that wish to illustrate the

process of religious social change, especially among tribes of the
Northern Plains.

Black Elk's Religion: The Sun Dance and Lakota Catholicism by Clyde
Holier. Syracuse, NY: Syracuse University Press, 1995. 246 pp. $39.95
cloth, $16.95 paper.

Thomas C. Langham
Our Lady of the Lake University
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The famous Lakota holy man Black Elk was a key figure in the
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
twentieth-century
revival of the traditional Sun Dance while, at the same
time, a professed Catholic. How can sense be made of Black Elk*s
seemingly contradictory religious affirmations? The struggle to answer
this question provides for the sociologist an intriguing quest to understand

how people, like the Lakota, adapt to rapid and extensive changing cultural
realities. In Black Elk's Religion: TheStm Dance and Lakota
Catholicism, ClydeHoller, a professor of philosophy, strives to address
this exact question through providing an examination of the development
ofBlack Elk as a religious leader as well as his influence on the Sun Dance

Black Elk, first made famous through the work of John G.

'

Neihardt in Black Elk Speaks: Being the Life Story ofa Holy Man of the
Oglala Sioux (1932), lived from the heady early days of the Native
American battles on the Plains during the late 1800s to experience the
painful realities of reservation life up through the mid-1900s. He made an
important contribution to keeping alive the Native American cultural
heritage, as Neihardt asserts, through his efforts to pass down the tradition,
of the Sun Dance, the most important religious ritual of the Lakota, despit^i
that reservation authorities enforced a ban against it from 1883 until 1934.
Besides his contribution to the cultural survival of his people. Black Elk
became a Catholic in 1904 and subsequently served as a paid catechist, an i
instructor of the Catholic faith, among the Lakota. For scholars Black Elk
has been an enigma who they have tried to explain in varying ways. Holle
assesses the work of previous scholars, and provides his own interpretatior
of who is Black Elk and what is his contribution to the Lakota.

As they began the twentieth century Black Elk and the Lakota

i

found themselves in a difficult situation. Not only had they been subjected
to a reservation system that reduced their spatial world and ended their '
political and economy autonomy, but that had also badly disrupted their |
culture and religion. Black Elk, as one man and a religious leader,
confronted the practical question of how personally to survive and how to
assist his people in doing so. The response of Black Elk reveals much, as .
Holler recognizes, about how people facing such culturally catastrophic
situations go about getting on with their lives individually and collectively.
He points out that scholars interested in the religious dynamics of this
situation have focused on two key issues. First, they have looked at the lif"
of the religious leader Black Elk. And, second, they have looked at
collective religious developments, like the Sun Dance. Black Elk brings

89

https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/greatplainssociologist/vol9/iss1/6

18

both of these issues together. He was both a principal religious leader and
et al.: Book Reviews
played a pivotal role in shaping
the Sun Dance.

Who isBlack Elk? The crucial question regarding him, according
to Holler, is what faith did Black Elk adhere to during the reservation
years? Black Elk did convert to Catholicism, but how thoroughgoing was
this conversion? Scholars give, Holler observes, different answers to these
questions. Raymond J. DeMallie in The Sixth Grandfather:BlackElk*s
Teachings Given to John G, Neihardt (1984) argues Black Elk was a
zealous Catholic until Neihardt awakened his traditionalism which led him

in his final years to come close to repudiation of Catholicism. Michael

F. Steltenkamp in Black Elk: HolyMan of the Oglala (1993) holds that

Black Elk was a committed Catholic whose traditionalism was increasingly
a facade. Paul B. Steinmetz in Pipe, Bible, andPeyote amongthe Oglala
Lakota: A Studyin Religious Identity (1980) contends that BlackElk was

in a sense a traditionalist but believed that Christianity was a superior
religion. Julian Rice in Black Elk's Story: Distinguishing Its Lakota
Purpose (1991) portrays Black Elk as a Lakota warrior who remained

almost wholly a traditionalist with Christianity serving only as a thin
veneer. No consensus emerges from these authors concerning who is the
real Black Elk. So, the question remains, who is Black Elk? More
importantly, why does it matter?
Holler contends that each of these scholars failed to understand

Black Elk. Herejects theinterpretation of DeMallie that Black Elk flipflopped from traditionalism to Catholicism and back to traditionalism. He

expresses skepticism that Steltenkamp is correct that Black Elk moved ever

more toward Catholicism and away from traditionalism. He expresses
doubt in the contention of Steinmetz that Black Elk viewed Christianity as
superior to traditionalism. Finally, Holler suggests Rice is wrong in
arguing that the Christianity of Black Elk was superficial and insincere.
Where does this leave Holler? Holler suggests that the problem with these
interpretations is that they view Black Elk as having to make an "either/or"
choice between Catholicism and traditionalism. Holler states something
more complex is taking place, an issue that can onlybe discussed after the

significance of the Sun Dance is explained. Still, why does the faith of
Black Elk matter? Holler asserts that the way Black Elk approached
religion provides the secret to understanding how this holy man and his
people survived life on the reservation.

The Sun Dance is an annual communal festival held during the
90
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summer that celebrates the sacrifice of the individual for the well-being of
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
the community. Traditionally Sun Dancers pledged to dance in the hot sum
and through the night for two days without food or water and to make
small ritual sacrifices of their flesh during the dance. They attached to theii
upper bodies wooden skewers with ropes that were tied to a ritually cut
tree placed at the center of a circle. The dancers would tug against the
ropes until the skewers were pulled free thereby symbolically
demonstrating their willingness to sacrifice for their community. What is o'
interest in regard to the Sun Dance, Holler asserts, is how the content of it!
meaning changed over time. Holler explains that Black Elk was very

influential inbringing about this change as the Lakota moved from freely
wandering up-and-down the Great Plains to becoming a people living
within the bounds of a reservation. In the earlier period the Lakota used
the Sun Dance to reinforce warlike values necessary for survival, identify

leaders, firm up bonds between bands, and to create a sense of community.
The Sun Dance continued during reservation times to be a critical vehicle
for conveying meaning concerning the purpose of the Lakota, but its
content changed so that it served as a force for the maintenance of Lakota

identity and resistance to acculturation. In cultivating this position. Holler
argues Black Elk created a niche that allowed traditional religion to
continue side-by-side with Catholicism, and thereby made possible the
continuation of traditional culture.

Holler asserts that Black Elk and the Lakota used their religion as,
a final bulwark against conquest. He states, borrowing from
anthropologist Alan R. Sandstrom, the author of Corn Is Our Blood:

Culture and Ethnic Identity in a Contemporary Aztec Indian Village
'
(1991), "ethnic identity" can be used as a cultural defense against political

and economic domination. Holler notes that in the contemporary Sun
>
Dance, which has remained whollyLakotan in content, there is no attempt,
at syncretism. He concludes "participation in the Sun Dance is the ultimate
test of Lakotaness" (p. 191). Holler also points out that anthropologist
William K. Powers states in Beyond the Vision: Essays on American
Indian Culture (1987) that there is no reason to assume the all people view
religion as Westerners who insist that it must be an "either/or" matter.

These insights take Holler back to his original question, who is Black Elk?'
At last the answer emerges for Holler. Black Elk is a religious leader who,
like his people, in the face of conquest can separately, simultaneously, and
honestly practice the Sun Dance and Catholicism while recognizing them as

91

https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/greatplainssociologist/vol9/iss1/6

20

two different paths of religiosity. The Lakota are able to push into their
et al.: Book Reviews

future through maintenance of the religious tradition of the Sun Dance
and participating in the tradition of Catholicism.

Sociologists will certainly be very interested in what Holler has

revealed here. His work provides a case study of how one people, in part
through their religion, have come to terms with the process of rapid and
extensive cultural change. This book is clearly written for those who have
an interest in Native American issues, especially those that relate to the

Lakota. Forthis reason, those who teach graduate courses relating to
Native American studies, sociology of religion, or social change will
perhaps be most interested in taking a look at this bookfor possible course
adoption.

Blacks in Rural America edited by James B. Stewart and Joyce E. AllenSmith. New Brunswick, NJ; Transaction Publishers, 1995. 202 pp.
$19.95 paper.
Henry B. Sirgo
McNeese State University
Blacks in Rural America will be of considerable interest to readers

of The Great Plains Sociologist, despite the fact that its immediate focus is
on African Americans, a group that is disproportionately small in the Great

Plains states. The authors of this edited volume, who include agricultural
economists, sociologists, and a political scientist, develop robust
explanatory models that are applicable to most areas undergoing economic

distress and population loss. The articles are logically laid out, and clearly
products of meticulous research. They not only reveal the obstacles in the
way of the well-being of African Americans in rural areas, but also show

how they at least in some instances have successfully adapted. The most
notable shortcoming ofthe work is that it never places the changes it
documents in the context of transformations that have occurred over the

entirety of United States history, that is, the fairly continuous trend toward

urbanization and the transformation ofthe economy from being largely
agricultural to manufacturing, and finally service-oriented.
In the opening article Jones discusses why agricultural programs
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that originated in the early 1930s, despite the great costs, have been of littb
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
use to African-American farmers. He focuses on the functioning of majoragricultural programs including the Disaster AssistanceProgram, Farmers:
Home Administration loans, and the Forestry Incentive Program. Jones '
maintains, pursuant to the "Outreach and Assistance for Disadvantaged

Farmers and Ranchers" provision ofthe 1990 farm bill, that "programs

^

could be developed to provide workable alternatives to land sale for
farmers experiencing severe financial stress" (p. 40).
Another article written by Brown, Christy, and Gebremedhin
documents structural changes which have taken place in United States
agriculture. The number of farms has been in decline since 1935, and the
number of African-American owned farms peaked in 1920. The authors
make a case that the demise of the family farm is undesirable from a social
standpoint, but the argument could be more fully developed. They never '
effectively convince the reader that the decline of small-scale farming is
plausibly reversible. Findings later in the volume indicate that AfricanAmerican farmers who experienced the greatest degree of success have

achieved higher levels ofeducation. The authors assert that their educatic^
enhanced their managerial skills.
Bellamy and Parks focus on economic development in Black-Belt
counties. Racial concentration emerges as an important concept. A
number of social scientists, most notably V.O. Key, Jr., in his classic
Southern Politics in State and Nation (1949), have examined this issue. It
warrants additional study, but unfortunately the authors of this article have
flawed their effort through passively accepting elements of conventional
wisdom. Bellamy and Parks lamely note that the "practice of luring branct

manufacturing plants was often successful because oflocal tax breaks,

|.

surplus labor, and less unionization in the South." Prof. Thomas R. Dye im
an article published in the Journal ofPolitics (1980) would dispute their i
conclusion, for he found no negative effect of taxation on economic
growth. In fact, faster growing states made somewhat greater efforts at ;
taxing. Subsequent scholars have also found taxation to be not
meaningfully related to economic development. Additional factors that do'
directly involve money, such as infrastructure and education, have been
found to be significant. The effect of unionization may be even more
arguably cited as a factor. African-American farmers may make more
progress if they are unionized. Many of the more prosperous counties in the present study were centers of the organizing efforts of the Southern
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Farmers' Tenant Union during and following the Great Depression.
et al.: Book Reviews
Also quite surprisingly
no mention is made in Bellamy and Parks,
or the book, of Pres. Bill Clinton who, late in his last term as governor of
Arkansas, met with Gov. "Buddy" Roemer (Louisiana) and Gov. Ray
Mabus (Mississippi) to sign an interstate compact intended to address
economic distress in the Mississippi Delta region. This piece of legislation
and its effects should have been examined. Further, this volume needs to
ask additional questions regarding the role of government. What, for
example, have been the effects of the policies of the Clinton administration
on African-American farmers? And, did Secretary of Agriculture Mike
Espy ofMississippi, the first African-American congressman elected from

that state in this century, make any headway in assisting minority farmers in
the Black-Belt counties?

The closing article unfortunately does not adequately tie together
the threads of argument that are presented throughout the volume. It is so
broad, with its focus on hunger, that it might be better included in a work
on rural America. The book also harbors a serious methodological flaw in
that the states that compose the South for purposes of analysis are not
standardized throughout the work. Maryland and Florida, for instance, are
defined as part of the South in some articles but not in others. And, still in
another article particular Southern counties rather than states were simply
selected for analysis (p. 142). A prescription for the situation of rural
African Americans is difficult, but some promising solutions, such as
programs to reduce educational inequities between them and European
Americans and raising the minimum wage, are offered as remedies.
Sometimes the writing in this book is stiff and the misuse of words

indicates an insufficient amount of proof-reading. Blacks in RuralAmerica
does nevertheless make a major contribution to the study of agricultural
economics and rural sociology. It will doubtlessly form the basis of future
studies.

The Arena ofRacism by Michael Wieviorka. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage,
1995. 148 pp. $21.95 paper.
George Yancey
University of Wisconsin, Whitewater
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An insightful means is developed for understanding the
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
phenomenon of racism in contemporary society. Michael Wieviorka state?

that his goal is to develop the poorly underdeveloped sociology of racism
in France, an interest apparently stimulated in part by the backlash against'
immigration in that nation, and in doing so he constructs a coherent

theoretical framework that is useful in the cross-cultural analysis ofracism
Up front Wieviorka provides a review of literature that explores
the theoretical development of racism. While his review is not

comprehensive, he does give the student of an understanding ofthetopic.
He concentrates on American sociological works. This is understandable ,
given the fact that American sociologists have examined racism much mor
extensively than their European counterparts. His review would have

benefited from examination ofthe current work being done among Africar(
American scholars involving the assimilationist-pluralist paradigm.
Wieviorka makes an important theoretical contribution through
introduction of his inegalitarian-differentialist dichotomy. He asserts that 2
distinction is made concerning whether a minority group and its members,
"the other," are perceived, the inegalitarian position, as a group that shoulc
be suppressed and exploited, or whether they are viewed, the differentialist

position, as an inferior breed that must beexterminated. Wieviorka argued
that how a society, based on these distinctions, evaluates "the other" has a'

profound effect on how racism will be structured in that society.
Once the theoretical framework is set up, Wieviorka uses it to
examine different manifestations of racism. These include racism itself,
prejudice, segregation, discrimination, and violence. In each case,
Wieviorka demonstrates how these manifestations, whether they occur in »

setting of inegalitarian or differentialist racism, impact society. He next
follows with an examination of the way racism is expressed in communal '
action. Wieviorka suggests, making a very useful insight, that racism may;
act as a unifying force in what he calls social anti-movements or communar

movements. He importantly points out that social movements do not

>

always lead to a more progressive understanding of race relations.
Wieviorka concludes with a discussion about how racism

'

develops. He asserts that it emerges from inegalitarian or differentialist

!

racism, but also as an expression of communal movements. His insight the?
in most cases racism does not develop exclusively in one dimension or the'
other has merit. He proposes that racism in a practical sense develops as a
combination of inferiorization and differentiation. One can find both of I
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these aspects in almost any society where racism has developed. One
et al.: Book Reviews

accordingly may understand, using these ideas, the similarities between the

backlash against immigrants in France and the success ofProposition 187
in California. Wieviorka thus provides a means to demonstrate what he set

out to develop, a theoretical framework that makes possible theanalysis of
racism around the globe.
Understanding whether minority groups are perceived as a kind of
disease to be cured or as a less-than-human resource to be used is an

important insight, Wieviorka provides, for evaluating how racist structures
will be developed in a society. One can indeed make the argument, for
example, that the treatment of African-Americans actually deteriorated
afterthe Civil War, when their economic useto European-Americans was
damaged, even though legally they had more rights than before. Why?
Because how majority group members see "the other" determines the

limitations, or lack oflimitations, in dealing with the minority group. This
observation also obviously transcends race and is applicable to other types
of ethnocentrism that exist in the United States and beyond. Attempts to
understand "ethnic cleansing" in Bosnia might benefit from this theoretical
framework.

While Wieviorka has made an important contribution to

understanding the sociology ofracism that goes beyond France, he might
have, examined more extensively the origins of different types of racial
relations. The type of initial contact between two groups and the relative
strengths of the groups seemingly might have much to do with the eventual

relationships that develop. Determining the types of intergroup contact
that may lead to inegalitarian or differentialist racism is one direction that

the work ofWieviorka might yet be pushed. Wieviorka, beyond this
suggestion, has furnished for the college classroom and serious scholars a

useful text for the study ofracism.
The Bubbling Cauldron: Race, Ethnicity, and the Urban Crisis edited by
Michael Peter Smith and Joe R. Feagin. Minneapolis: University of
Minnesota Press, 1995. 359 pp. $49.95 cloth, $17.95 paper.
Edward Belmares

Trinity University
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This collection of articles sheds a fresh light on the many facets on
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
public and academic discourse concerning race, ethnic, and class

disharmony and the urban arena in whichthey are played out. Editors
Michael Peter Smith, professor of community studies and development,
and Joe R. Feagin, professor of sociology, are well-known experts on the
topics of race, ethnicity, and community in their disciplines.
The contributors argue in this volume against the thesis that race
is declining in significance. They instead assert that racial and ethnic
identity have not only survived, but have thrived transcending political,
cultural, and economic boundaries. They suggest that racial and ethnic
barriers have dangerously evolved into subtle yet persistent bulwarks,
which are reinforced through sites of institutional power and domination
that construct identity and differences.
This book is comprised of articles that are diverse in content but
yet well arranged in a logical sequence. Michael Hodge and Feagin write

one of the insightful articles titled "African American Entrepreneurship and'
Racial Discrimination." Through a series of interviews with AfricanAmerican business persons, they explore the impact of discrimination and
racial exclusion. Hodge and Feagin show that blatant racism threatens to '
suffocate the entrepreneurial spirit.
Providing another tangible example that race and ethnicity remain
important, Leslie Baham Inniss in "Historical Footprints" examines the
troubling current trend toward resegregation in American schools. She i
asserts "we cannot allow the perceived stigma of integration to permit us tn
return to a system of segregated schools, even if it is self-imposed
segregation" (p. 161). Inniss calls for a new egalitarian, multicultural
'
school policy for resolving the problems of urban education.
Michael Kearney in "The Effects of Migration on Mixtec Identity
in Oaxacacalifornia" furnishes the most intriguing article in the volume. It
focuses on how the mixing of different cultural, social, and economic
characteristics in an increasingly smaller world is affecting the identity of
racial and ethnic groups. Kearney muses about the limitations of classic
nation-state theory for explaining the collective identity of migrant workers
who spend time in Oaxaca and California. He observes that in such a
world race and ethnic identity ironically seem to persist.
This collection makes clear that race and ethnicity do matter. It
points out the need for civility under the strained conditions of racial and
ethnic oppression and conflict in an ever more fluid market of global labor,
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capital, and ideas. Race, ethnicity, and class have not declined in

al.: Book Reviews
significance. They have et
ceased
to be lost in the melting pot, and inthe
absence of discourse and action they have turned many urban centers into

bubbling cauldrons.
The Bell Curve Wars: Race, hiteUigence, and the Future ofAmerica

edited by Steven Fraser. New York: Basic Books, 1995. 216 pp. $10.00
paper.

Jack Niemonen

University ofSouth Dakota

The nineteen essays contained in this work critique selected
aspects of Richard Herrnstein and Charles Murray's The Bell Curve

(1994J. One essay, for example, analyzes its footnotes and bibliography,
while another places its racial ideas in historical context. Although
common themes are apparent throughout the essays (e.g., concern with the
motivations ofHerrnstein and Murray, discussion of social policy
implications, and examination of methodological shortcomings), the editor
successfully avoids redundancy. These essays vary in quality. To some
extent value judgments and polemics mar them. While they are strong
enough to stand on their own merits, their authors use terms such as

"heinous," "cowardly," or "morally repugnant" to criticize. On the other

hand, these essays provide an informative and, occasionally, entertaining
introduction to the controversies. In reference to an obvious subterfuge in
The Bell Curve, Mickey Kaus, for instance, comments "I have written

similar fudge-paragraphs myself, but nothing (I hope) as bad as this one"
(p. 134).

The essays feature a disproportionate representation from The

New Republic. Ofthe nineteen contributors to the present work, at least
seven are connected to the magazine. Interestingly, Randall Kennedy in his
essay criticizes The New Republic for helping to create a forum for The

BellCurve with its journalistic position that the "perceived intellectual

inferiority ofblacks" was an appropriate topic for public discussion (p.
184). This raises questions about how objective the present volume is.
Twelve reviews of The Bell Curve have been published in major

sociology journals in the past two years. Although more polemical than
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these reviews, this work thoroughly summarizes most, if not all, ofthe
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
serious methodological
and substantive issues that sociologists have raised
Furthermore, itsjournalistic style improves readability and makes it suitabh
for use in undergraduate courses as a counterpoint.
So what is the controversy all about? As Fraser notes in his

introduction, The BellCurve is a "model of academic etiquette, sober not
inflammatory in style, dutifully acknowledging contrary views, encasing its.
own viewpoint in a thick statistical armature" (p. 1). The BellCurve,
however, is also fundamentally flawed as the essays make clear. A sampleof criticisms follows.

First, Herrnstein and Murray use a reductionist definition of

intelligence. Empirical data do not support the claim that intelligence can'
be quantified with a single measure. Furthermore, thebook misrepresents
the reasons for the development of intelligence testing (see Steven Gould,'
Thomas Sowell).
Second, The Bell Curve confuses correlation with causation. It

overstates the strength of statistical relationships between IQ and status
attainment. It fails to substantiate empirically several causal claims. It
commits other statistical and comparative misinterpretations, such as

minimizing the importance of white-collar crimes in the upper reaches of
the social class structurewhile maximizing the significance of street crimes-

inthe lower reaches. It also over interprets ambiguous data, and ignores
problems of multicollinearity (see Howard Gardner, Richard Nisbett,
Thomas Sowell, Leon Wieseltier, Alan Wolfe).

Third, Herrnstein and Murray reify race and ethnicity. Theywrit^
as if racial and ethnic groupings have an objective existence that transcends

their social construction and objectification. This occurs despite
acknowledgment by Herrnstein and Murray ofthe difficulty of identifying
clearly distinguishable races. Indeed, Alan Wolfe argues that the structure

of their argument requires that race be reified. He states "Herrnstein and
Murray find a strong relationship between race and IQ, but neither race non

IQ are strong phenomena. A strong relationship between weak variables isi
a weak relationship" (p. 122).

Fourth, the book ignores, selectively reviews, or disfigures
i
reputable scientific studies of intelligence in favor of disreputable studies

that would not be published in peer-reviewed journals. It in effect biases ,
conclusions in the direction the authors apparently favor. Throughout their

work Herrnstein and Murray approve supporting evidence and critique
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^

contraiyevidence. They acknowledge the obvious objections and then
et al.: Book Reviews
ignore them (see Howard
Gardner, John Judis, Mickey Kaus, Richard
Nisbett, AlanWolfe).

Fifth, Hermstein and Murray construct a sociologically naive view
of social class. They biologize structural inequalities, yet ignore political
economic and structural transformations, the very kinds ofchanges that
have culminated in the formation ofthe black underclass (see Jacqueline
Jones, Alan Wolfe). Even Nathan Glazer, more sympathetic to Hermstein
and Murray than the other authors ofthese essays, finds the biological
explanations in the book implausible at best.

Sixth, the book draws from a "shabby" scholarly tradition,

including the work of two highly controversial figures Richard Lynn and J.
Phillipe Rushton. Jacqueline Jones documents a curious parallel between
the arguments of Hermstein and Murray and those of the racialists in the
Ante-bellum South who justified the institutions of slavery and Jim Crow.

According to Jones, The Bell Curve is a reconstruction (no pun intended)
ofold polemics in a new guise, that is, "hate literature with footnotes" (p.
93). Among the sources that Hermstein and Murray cite ds^ Mankind
Quarterly, a journal founded by White supremacists, and works of authors
sponsored by the Pioneer Fund, a funding source that is dedicated to the

"betterment ofthe white race" (see Charles Lane, Jeffrey Rosen). Mankind
Quarterly published a glowing review of The Bell Curve in Spring 1995.
Seventh, Hermstein and Murray downplay the significance of

social programs that have successfully reduced inequalities. Thus, the
pessimism ofthe authors toward intervention programs is not justified (see
Howard Gardner). Their vision of a cognitive elite assuming positions of
power is both logically and empirically fallacious (see Orlando Patterson).
The essays that comprise The Bell Cur\>e Wars raise two
fundamental questions. First, why did The Bell Curve attract the attention

of so many journalists and intellectuals as well as the mainstream Right?
As a form of intellectual craftsmanship, the book is shoddy at best and does
not deserve the attention it has received. And, second, what were the

motivations of Hermstein and Murray for writing their book? Several

essays in The Bell Curve Wars freely impute motives. Randall Kennedy,
for example, suggests that their self-professed search for the Truth led

them straight to the ideological convictions they already held (p. 182).
Other reviewers argue that Hermstein and Murray set themselves up as
experts struggling for the best interests ofthe nation. Kennedy also further
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argues that the
political economy of marketing is an important componeni
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
the success of The BellCurve. Intriguingly, the first question (i.e., why
The BellCurve was not ignored) is never answered satisfactorily. Since
Hermstein and Murray support a conservative political agenda that
advocates dismantling the welfare state and restricting immigration, the
reception of their book in some quarters is understandable. What is more

intriguing though is the response of American liberals, particularly their
need to dissociate themselves in public from the book and its racialist
implications.

The Bell Curve as a whole is plausible, but methodologically and
substantively flawed. It is scholarly, but in appearance only. It is
apparently comprehensive, but in reality highly selective. And, it is
seemingly detached and objective, but subtly dishonest. Indeed, Orlando
Patterson argues that "it is an almost impossible book to come to grips
with because of the peculiar way in which materials are used and the
argument is expressed" (pp. 190-91). The nineteen essays in The Bell

Curve Wars make this very clear, yet they do not clarify at all the ongoing
obsession with a book that did not deserve to be published in the first
place.

Rebellionfrom the Roots by John Ross. Monroe, ME: Common Courage
Press, 1995. 424 pp. $29.95 cloth, $14.95 paper.
Judy Merritt

Black Hills State University

There is some irony in the thought that a ragtag "army" of maskc
Mayan rebels have given a human face to the indigenous people of Mexico*
And, even more importantly, that these rebels have given them a voice than
reflects a grassroots intellectuality that has played itselfout through a
series of events that closely resemble an indigenous ritual drama.
John Ross, a poet and journalist, provides in Rebellionfrom the
Roots a heartfelt dramatic sense of the action, ideals, and players in the
drama of the Zapatista uprising that began in Chiapas in January 1994.
While the immediate cause of the rebellion emerged from an effort to
i

denounce NAFTA, the North American Free Trade Agreement, the story}
really begins five hundred years earlier and continues up to the present as'a
101

https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/greatplainssociologist/vol9/iss1/6

30

struggle of indigenous people to own, work, and live on local land. The
et al.: Book Reviews
history of this struggle has been little noticed until the recent events have
given it a voice.
The poet revolutionary leader of the Zapatista rebellion calls
himself Subcomandante Marcos. As the leader of Clandestine

Revolutionary Indigenous Committee, a group reportedly led by indigenous
Oaxacan elders, Marcos has penned more than 55,000 words in his

communiques that state the case of his followers, the Mayans of the

Lacandon rain forest. Equally fitting the poet-journalist Ross tells the story
ofMarcos and the Zapatistas. Both Marcos and Ross seem to have found

the words and style, one as a revolutionary and the other as an author, that
resonate "the subterranean frequency" of the indigenous Oaxacan people.
Marcos, as Ross tells the story, traveled to the rain forest in 1983

to work with the campesinos. His constituents were persons who the
Mexican government had given remotely located land, land that would not

offend politically powerful landowners. The result of the program was that
campesinos living in the Lacandon areas increased from 12,000 in 1960 to

around 300,000 at present. While the population growth seemed to
suggest that the program was a success, the reality was that the rain forest

land only sustained crop production for a few years after which wealthy
cattle ranchers moved in.

Economic conditions worsened for the campesinos early in the
1980s. Marcos.entered on the scene not to organize a typical Latin
American guerrilla army, but rather to support thecampesinos in finding
their own path to well-being. The strategic leadership of the Lacandon

people remained in their own hands. What became clear as time passed
was that dramatic action was needed to make the situation of the

campesinos known. The Zapatista army emerged. Marcos has said of his
army "there was a certain amount of clashing while we made the
adjustment from our orthodox way of seeing the world in terms of
'bourgeois and proletarians' to the community's collective democratic

conceptions, and their world view." So the drama of the Zapatista
rebellion began, a drama that is not yet complete.
This is an amazing story. Ross, who has covered popular
struggles in Mexico and Latin America for more than twenty years, gives

the reader the sense that he has a good understanding of all the principal
players and their context. He supplies the Zapatista uprising with what
journalist John Reed gave to the Mexican Revolution of I9I0 in his book
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InsurgentMexico (1914). Only, unlike the Harvard graduate Reed who
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6

was an outsider, Ross is an insider who is tuned into the "subterranean

frequency" ofthe struggle. This is a rare account ofthe Zapatista uprising
that only the poet-journalist Ross can tell. It should be read.
The NewMiddle Classes: Life-Styles, Status Claims, and Political

Orientations edited by Arthur J. Vidich. New Washington Square, NY;
New York University Press, 1995. 405 pp. $17.50 paper.
Mary Warner

Northern State University
Arthur J. Vidich in The NewMiddle Classes explores in his editet

work the importance of middle classes both historically and currently.
Each of the selections in this volume make a contribution to sociology in
general and social stratification in particular.

Most traditional stratification texts focus attention on the major
inequality theories ranging from Marx to Davis and Moore. The middle

classes, ifmentioned at all, appear as historically insignificant groups.

Class differences in socialization, education, religion, and other dimension.*'
are frequently presented, but not much significance is placed on these
differences or why the middle classes are important.
Vidich begins this book with a discussion of two issues. First, he
reveals how the middle classes have played an important part in the
emergence of Western society. And, second, he presents a discussion of
the evolution of the contemporary middle classes.
Expanding this examination, Burris takes a cross-cultural look a'

the development of the middle classes, apparently borrowing from the
conception of C. Wright Mills of old and new classes, to explain how they
are involved with the emergence of fascism and Nazism in Germany.
Burris suggests that because of the intermediate location of the old and

new middle classes, they are the pivotal classes in the formation of politica
alliances. He notes that the old as well as the new middle classes were

fearful of a loss of status as their position changed in relation to the
economy. Importantly Burris notes that the middle classes hence were

susceptible to the appeals of fascism and proved incapable of identifying
with the working class.
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Lederer and Marschak discuss further the new middle class in

et al.: Book Reviews
Germany as fascism emerged
as a force. The new middle class included a

rising number of salaried workers, civil servants, and propertyless

employees who had developed social as well as economic advantages over
the working class. The authors discuss in detail their insecurities and the

implications. They explain that the new middle class in Germany revealed a
conservative tendency, and was unable to consolidate union workers,
especially those of the working class.

Moving to yet another topic relating to the emergence of the
contemporary middle classes, Speier attempts to distinguish between how

white collar and blue collar attitudes and beliefs have developed. His major
point is that occupation has never entirely determined social rank and

prestige. Also economic standing, according to him, is not nearly as
important as Marx suggested because it does not necessarily determine
attitudes or beliefs. Rather, Speier, like Weber, argues that work activities
have determined the color of the collar and affect attitudes and beliefs.

Anthony Giddens, still further probing the growth of the middle
classes, shows how the development of the new middle classes have been

unique to each culture, economy, and polity in which they have appeared.
He notes that one common characteristic of all current middle classes is

that none ofthem have merged with the blue collar orworking classes.
An examination of how the middle classes lay claim to different
statuses than other classes is also provided. Gerth and Mills as well as

Speier explore how individuals lay claim to a particular status based on
group affiliation. All three reject the idea that there is a one-to-one

relationship between economic class and social status. They instead favor
the idea that there are intervening variables, like organizational
membership, political affiliation, religious membership, and race and
ethnicity, that determine position. Speier also posits the notion of hidden
class membership because affiliations may remain unknown. Vidich and

Bensman, taking a different tact, part ways with Gerth and Mills and Speier
for they contrarily assert that economic factors play a major impact in
shaping the social psychological state of individuals and the classes with

which they identify. Perhaps these different positions may be reconciled
through recognizing that many factors shape class identity.
Arthur Evans,Jr., discusses the African-American middle classes.

He asserts that once they establish their positions, they distance themselves
from African-American neighborhoods, and estrange themselves from
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others who are part of the African-American as well as European-America'
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
middle classes.
Bensman and Vidich suggest that these developments take
place because middle-class African Americans feel rejected, especially by
the dominant society. One of the consequences of these developments is
that a middle-class African-American subculture has taken root giving birtl
to its own music and dance among other cultural creations.
In the final selection, Vidich speculates about what might happen
if the American economy weakens in the face of a more competitive world
economy. He suggests that the new middle class might be particularly
vulnerable to such a development. The old middle class based their
position on property thereby giving them some insulation, but the new
middle class are salaried leaving them more susceptible to external forces.
Could the new middle class, like in Germany in the 1920-30s, become the
base for a new fascist or totalitarian movement?

This book makes clear that more attention needs to be given to
the phenomenon of the middle classes, but still there is much that it might
do to achieve this objective. It needs to provide a thorough discussion tha«
distinguishes the old and new middle classes as well as give attention to
who and what are the new middle classes. These are surprising omissions
in light of the focus of the book. Also the reasons that underlie the
selection of articles is unclear. While articles are obviously selected to
cover macro to micro stratification issues relating to the middle classes, no
explanation is provided for why this is done or if it is even necessary.
Some discussion of how the different articles in the volume are related

needs to be provided. This book, despite these criticisms, is a fruitful
endeavor that sheds light on a topic that sociologists have too little dealt
with until now.

Worlrfare or Fair Work: Women, Welfare, and Government Work
Programs by Nancy E. Rose. New Brunswick, NJ: Rutgers University
Press, 1995. 265 pp. $52.00 cloth, $19.95 paper.
Charles W. Ogg
Northern State University

There may never be a more pressing need for a book such as this
one. It has been published at a time when the Right has successfully
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redefined the range of discourse such that even many liberals have accepted

al.: Book Reviews
the "culture of poverty" et
nostrums
disproved in the 1970s. The result is a
"war on the poor," targeting poor women of color in particular, that
threatens to turn the progressive calendar back a century. Myths of
massive welfare fraud and dependency, reinforced by much of the media

(not just Rush Limbaugh), have become widely accepted and used to justify
cutbacks in welfare and the substitution of "workfare." Thejustification
has been that welfare recipients need "tough love" to force them to
overcome their laziness and get a job. This attitude has become prevalent
despite the fact that the standard of living in the United States is dropping,
particularly for those near the bottom. The structural constraints on the

poor, the most important being declining job opportunities, are becoming
increasingly severe. As has long been argued by progressives, the Right is
"blaming the victim," and they are doing so successfully.
Progressives who are looking for ways to counter such arguments
and present positive alternatives should consider economist Nancy E.
Rose's book a "must read." Rose, the director of a women's Studies

program, provides an invaluable service. She has produced a historical

overview of the changing relationships between welfare and programs that
attempt to get people off welfare. Beginning with the title of her work.
Rose makes an important distinction between "workfare" and "fair work."
Workfare refers to programs that force the poor into ridiculously low
payingjobs and usually underflmd necessary support services, such as child
care. Fair work refers to public-sector job creation programs that are

largely voluntary and based on prevailing wages. Fair work programs lack
the stigma and punitive character of workfare.
Rose describes how government policies have vacillated between
these two models from their inception in the late 1600s through the 1990s.
The popularity of fair work programs has paralleled the rise and fall of

progressive movements, with the best known and grandest-scale programs
being implemented as part of the New Deal in the 1930s (e.g., perhaps the
most famous being the Works Progress Administration), and smaller
programs being put into place in the 1970s. Despite their successes, these
programs were soon scaled back, then eliminated after vigorous attacks

from the business elites. The country then returned to the "dark ages" of
workfare-type alternatives.

This historical scope allows Rose to make a convincing case that
fair work programs have indeed "worked," despite certain limitations. She
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programs: they
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create "make-work" and are inefficient. Rose documents how fair work

program designers, constrained by the logic of production-for-profit, were"

forced to engage in making work. Unable to create jobs that competed
with the private sector, they sometimes created jobs such as leaf raking.
Added to this was the constraint that such jobs be labor intensive, so this,
of course, translated into "inefficiency." The irony is that, despite these
limitations, much of value was created, from infrastructure improvement t(
the public art works, demonstrating the weakness of the market system to

fulfill important social needs. Stating clearly that she believes decent jobs
are a right not a privilege. Rose argues effectively that, since the private
sector has consistently failed to create decent jobs, fair work programs are
the only alternative.
Nor is Rose completely sanguine about fair work programs. She

points out that they were designed largely for white males presumed to be
family breadwinners. Not only does this uphold a patriarchal view of
society, but it is increasingly untenable with the rise in single-parent
families. The obvious solution for Rose is to offer fair work on a voluntar

basis to all, and she outlines her vision of how this can be accomplished in
her final chapter.

While fair work assumed white males were willing to work if
given a chance, workfare assumes those on welfare are lazy and must be
coerced to work. Rose reiterates an important argument made by other •
feminists that this view devalues the activities of women in the home,
failing to recognize child care and housekeeping as "work." Rose does an
exemplaryjob of showing how workfare programs try to force such
women into the work place without making the transition possible by
providing the necessary support services. Instead, many businesses have
used workfare programs as a means for getting cheap, governmentsubsidized labor.

Many attacks on welfare recipients are based upon thinly veiled
racism. Rose also does an excellent job of describing the systematic
discrimination against people of color on welfare. She provides clear
evidence of how, in her words, they have been "typically treated as
'undeserving poor' and consequently received the most meager and
stigmatized relief (p. 12), while also performing the lowest-paid, most [
demeaning work. The hidden, and sometimes not so hidden, agenda of
workfare is to maintain this kind of workforce.
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While this work may serve as an ingredient in the antidote for
et al.: Book Reviews
welfare hysteria stirred up
by the Right, other ingredients are needed.
Filled with important statistics and an excellent chronology of changing
policies and programs, this book should be read along with good
ethnographies to better grasp the daily life of people involved, particularly
single-parent women caught within the "illogic" of workfare. Rose does
spice the work up with a few such illustrations, but much of the work is a
bland alphabet soup, filled with the initials used to abbreviate the various
programs, agencies, acts, and organizations. Readers will find themselves
frequently referring to the table in the front of the book to remind
themselves of which program is which. Perhaps this is a reflection of the
way policy is formed, that is, serving hidden, shifting, or mixed agendas.
What is clearly need instead are reasoned, democratic debates over

programs that have been given a chance to prove or disprove themselves
with the help of effective program evaluation. Rose does a good job of
marshaling the evaluation literature to prove her points, and as such her
book is a valuable resource.

A more "accessible" version of this book for undergraduates and
the general public would be welcome, although the chapter on the 1990s is
very accessible and does an excellentjob of clarifying current debates. If
one has limited time or interest, this is the chapter to read. Otherwise, this
book would work quite well for graduate or possibly advanced
undergraduate courses including social problems, social work, women's
history, and racial and ethnic relations. Policy analysts and activists should
also take a look at this book. They will find it a useful tool for sorting out

an issue which others work hard at muddling.
TransformingMen: Changing Patterns ofDependency and Dominance in
Gender Relationshy
New Brunswick, NJ: Transaction
Publishers, 1996. 273 pp. $29.95 cloth.
Lori Park-Smith

Ridgewater College
Do not Judge a book by its title! Those who look forward to
reading this book, expecting to find an analysis of the current status of

gender relations and some concrete solutions to help rectify the inequalities
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that persist, will be disappointed. The central theme "of Transforming Mej
Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
is that sexualGreat
inequality,
read patriarchy, is required for society to functioi>i
effectively.

The general argument of Dench is that society needs to reward
men more highly as an incentive for them to become flilly committed and

caring members ofsociety. Men are portrayed as being naturally self
interested, lusty, and feckless. Untransformed, they are disruptive and a
potential danger to society. Some sort of cultural role must be
manufactured to tame them. Onlythrough ties to women and children are

men brought into the fold and socialized. Men must bedifferentially
rewarded in the public realm so that they can assume the culturally valued
role of being the major provider for a family. Women, by contrast, are
portrayed as being morally superior to men. They are "naturally"

committed and caring members of society because oftheir child bearing
and child rearing roles. Women are more likely to have others depending
on them. Making men feel important and needed is accomplished through
assigning them the provider role, inflating the importance of work carried
out in thepublic sphere, and granting them societal positions of formal
authority. Perks are what keep the guys playing thegame. Dench

maintains that the rules ofthe game, and indeed patriarchy itself, are largel
female creations. Patriarchy in this view functions to control men rather
than being a system of dominating women. Women have their own

expertise and rewards in the domestic sphere. They receive assistance fror
men and wield a great deal of informal power. The system works to the
benefit of all. In the absence of patriarchal perks, men revert, Dench
asserts, to their natural state, thereby threatening the entire social order.

Dench warns that the feminist attempt to dismantle patriarchy is
dysfunctional at the societal level. Such a strategy is an ineffective means
for transforming men into the kind of partners women want. Feminism,
narrowly defined by Dench in fairly radical terms, is castigated at various
points for at least partially causing many social ills including
unemployment, poverty, crime, divorce, nonmarital births, disintegration o^
the family, and the rise ofthe welfare state. Feminism has wrought such
havoc by depriving men of their defining provider role, thereby creating a
growing pool of disenfranchised anomic males who have little incentive to
conform to societal mores.

Dench believes that a feminist backlash, which he asserts is gaining,
momentum, will correct this deepening crisis. Traditional ideas on the
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division oflabor and the male provider role will gain favor as women come
et al.: Book Reviews
to realize that the promises
offeminism are not being actualized in their
everyday lives. Dench maintains that he is not trying to "send women back
to the kitchen." Times have changed. Women can continue working.
They should not, however, expect equal rights in the market. Men do not
need to be the sole provider for a family, but they do need to bethe main

provider. The crucial element is that men feel personally responsible for
the support ofa family grouping. Dench calls for a broadening ofthe
definition offamily, noting that it may take a variety offorms, and it need
not be conjugal orassumed to connote lifelong ties orsexual exclusivity
between the parents. With present technology, paternity can bedetermined
fairly exactly, and the state can play a vital role by ensuring that men meet
their economic obligations to children.
There is of course much to offend and little new in the line of

reasoning that Dench pursues. He notes his indebtedness to Gilder's Sexual

Suicide (1973). This work earned Gilder the Time "Pig ofthe Year"
award. If you have read it, you have essentially read this. The main

differences are that Dench places less emphasis on sexuality, and he relies
very heavily on the use of narrative metaphor to make his argument. The
Fairy Tale The Frog Prince is revisited again and again ad nauseam. The
research which is cited is scant and insufficient to support his claims,
especially that regarding the "natural" differences between the sexes and
cross-cultural trends.

Aside from potential utility as an undergraduate seminar
assignment to spur critical thinking, there is really very little to recommend
this book. Dench does not make a compelling argument for his contention
that patriarchy is a desirable female creation, which benefits the whole of

society through bringing men into social roles more closely resembling
those ofwomen. Women will not better love their chains for having read
this book. His solutions to current social conditions are naive. There is no
return to the fifties, and the alternative, like state-enforced economic

responsibility for dependents, has not proved a very effective way of
linking men to family groupings or motivating them economically.
Moreover, ifDench is correct in his assertions regarding the natural
marginality and fecklessness ofmen and moral superiority and ability of
women to out-compete men, given a market place that has a level playing

field, one would wonder why women bother with men at all. Surely
reproductive needs could be met via means that would not include the
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and be active in the public sphere instead of spending their lives leading
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6

semi-socialized frogs from behind.

Reference

Gilder, George. 1973. Sexual Suicide. New York: Quadrangle.
Kitchens: The Culture of Restaurant Work by Gary Allen Fine. Berkelr

University of California Press, 1996. 303 pp. $48.00 cloth, $17.95 pap.
Beth Tracton

South Dakota State University

In Kitchens: The Culture ofRestaurant Work author Gary Alan

Fine presents his research concerning four restaurants in Minnesota. By '
observing these restaurants Fine begins to uncover the expressive element
that has often been over looked in organizational research. His effort is

directed toward exploring through a symbolic interactionist approach how
aesthetics fit into an understanding of organizations. Fine contends that ih
constraints of working within an organization limit the aesthetic freedoms

cooks might enjoy. This project stems from a previous research project th
author had worked on at a cooking program in technical school. He
obtained his sample through a network based at the school. The
restaurants chosen were in the "upper stratum" of restaurants, considered

successful small businesses, and employed a graduate of the cooking
program. By his own admission, this project does not have a
representative sample. While this work lacks generalizability. Fine backs
up each point that he makes with direct quotes from his field notes and
personal interviews. This practice strengthens the book and makes it more

interesting to the reader. His work accordingly does provide a glimpse of
how organizational and social structures can impact the production of a
material with aesthetic quality.
The goal of Fine is to isolate common threads that exist in the

kitchens he studies. These threads include temporal demands, the kitchen
as place and space, the commonwealth of cuisine, the economical cook,
aesthetic constraints, and the aesthetics of kitchen discourse. Fine pulls ,
together all of these threads in his final chapter on the organization and
aesthetics of culinary life.
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https://openprairie.sdstate.edu/greatplainssociologist/vol9/iss1/6

40

aesthetics of culinary life.
et al.: Book Reviews
Restaurant workers face temporal limitations in all directions.

They must balance the hours of operation, with fast days and slow days,
with the length of preparation, and with the rate at which food spoils.
Time is one of their greatest challenges. Constraints of time also create a
race to coordinate the multiple actions of people who are performing a
variety of tasks intended to achieve an acceptable, well-timed end result.

In producing this end result, space also limits the production
process. Most often space is limited and workers must learn to get along
with those physically close to them. On the other hand, if the workers are
too far apart this can impede communication and similarly inhibit the
production process. Kitchens also have an element of danger, such as cuts
and bums. Fine reports that most kitchen workers learn to tolerate this
danger and often resort to humor to overcome this constant concern.

Kitchens are small organizations lying in the middle of larger
organizations. They fit between management and customers, yet they have
no direct contact with the customers. Servers act as liaisons between the

two and face many challenges in creating harmony.

Viewing the kitchen as a commonwealth of cuisine, explains how
the kitchen is like a small community. As a limited number of kitchen
workers become close, like a family, deviant acts begin to surface.
Deviance can take many forms such as horseplay, joking, pranks, or
breaking managements rules. Management has the potential of setting the
mood and/or leading to the breakdown of this community feeling. One
must also be remember that kitchens are workplaces and their workers are
there for a reason, to work.

How then do aesthetic concerns fit into an organizational
framework? All of the factors mentioned so far influence the amount of

constraint placed on the aesthetics of this process. Time, money, space,
and community enhance or limit how free a chef is to create. For chefs to

create their art, they must make compromises and choices involving quality
every day. Chefs are the key workers in the kitchen. They set the tone,
pace, and standards for the entire staff". They must manage the staff,
balance the finances, and be able to create products that will fill a niche in
the community.
After Fine details the aesthetic possibilities, he turns to discuss the

aesthetics of discourse. To produce a quality product all workers must
have a shared understanding of how quality is defined. Cooking food not
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only requiresGreat
a shared
language,
but also
Plainsspoken
Sociologist,
Vol. 9 [1996],
Art. 6ones involving sight,

touch, smell, and sound.

While this entire book was interesting, one of my favorite parts
was the appendix. In the appendix Fine discusses issues and cases related
to doing an ethnography of kitchens in restaurants. Readers will want to

take a look at the appendix. The topics covered in this review by necessity
of space are only a few examples of the many issues discussed in this book

Kitchens is a great example of observational research. Anyone interested

in qualitative methods would benefit from reading this book.
Cancer Wars: How Politics Shapes What We Know and Don't Know

Cawcf;/'by Robert N. Proctor. New York: Basic Books, 1995. 35tpp. $25.00 cloth.
Susan L. Schrader

Avgnstana College

How often do teachers tell their students, and remind themselves,

about the importance of understanding the lens through which they gaze aj
they attempt to analyze social forces? Reading Proctor reminds this
reviewerof another sociologist who maintained that, beyond Type I and

Type II errors, there is a third type oferror in qualitative research; a Type^^
III error, one that involves asking the "wrong" questions, or if you will,
failing to ask the "right" questions.

Nixon declared war on cancer in 1971. In this quarter-century
battle, extraordinary human, scientific, and fiscal resources have been
expended to prevent, cure, and treat cancer. Yet, the prevalence of cancer
continues to escalate. How can this be? For Proctor, the matter is one of

lens, that is, curing cancer is as much political as it is scientific. To
examine cancer wars, Proctor attempts to aid the reader in avoiding Type
III errors in inquiry. Case studies and well-documented research are used
to illustrate how political dynamics contribute to the failure to "win the
war."

Proctor's scholarship and analysis is compelling, and the research

trail he charts is painful and thought-provoking. An example seems
warranted. As a reader, one might presume that a "war" has at least two
oppositional sides and that most wars are waged with the intention of
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achieving victory. Proctor maintains that cancer has known causes:
et al.: Book Reviews
"chemicals in the air we breathe, the water we drink, and the food we eat.

Cancer is caused by bad habits, bad working conditions, bad government,
and bad luck —including the luck of your genetic draw and the culture into

which you're born" (p. 1). Battling cancer, then, seems easy enough.
Attack and win with prevention.

Matters unfortunately are much more complex. A whole array of
actors in the political scheme of things (scientists, trade associations,

environmentalists, politicians, and government regulatory agencies) operate
at cross purposes in the cancer war. Oppositional tools of war include the

social construction of ignorance ("the absence of discovery") (p.12),
censorship, failure to fund, "efforts to jam the scientific airwaves" (p.13),
and the mechanisms through which research priorities are established.
Cancer dollars are focused on treatment instead of prevention, and low
prestige is afforded to cancer prevention research (p.267). The mission of

protecting American health is differentially interpreted through public
health conservativism, which "errs on the side of caution," and scientific
conservatism, which tends to underestimate findings to "protect the
integrity of science"(p.262).
This work brings graphic illustrations of a societal issue to life for
the reader. Teachers should be excited about the prospects that this

powerfully written book provides for lectures and discussions in a variety
of undergraduate courses, but especially in medical sociology and
introductory sociology. The tobacco industry (and trade association
science) and environmental protection (and natural carcinogens) are
explored in detail, for example. But more that this, it is the unveiling of the
role of science and scientists in the "war" games, the social constructions

related to cancer, and the influence of politics on public health policy that

makes this book worth reading and sharing.
The C.ultwe of Crime by Craig L. LaMay and Everette E. Dennis. New

Brunswick, NJ: Transaction Publishers, 1995. 196 pp. $21.95 paper.
Alma Martinez •

Our Ladyofthe Lake University

The collection of materials that LaMay and Dennis use to support

The Culture of Crime are chosen specifically to include insights not usually
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found in newspapers, radio, or television broadcasts. Such an objective is
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6

accomplished through incorporating perspectives of individuals who often

go ignored by virtually all modes of media, for instance, theviewpoints of
criminal justice officials, incarcerated prisoners, and scholarly persons.
With this unique objective and accompanying set of materials, LaMay and
Dennis strive to detail and explain the relationship of the mass media and
its portrayal of crime. The authors, in exploring this connection, examine
crime reporting through historical and cultural perspectives, offer the view
ofindividuals who have experienced the effects ofcriminal wrongdoing,
and discuss the handling of crime in the contemporary media.
The work begins with a discussion of the historical and cultural

development ofcrime reporting. The media has learned that crime, LaMay
and Dennis observe, especially appalling victimizations, gain the attention
of the public. They comment that "the infrequency and horror of violent

crime in particular are the essence of'newsworthiness,' at once fascinating
and repulsive for audiences and journalists alike" (pp. 2-3). Thus,
newspapers and newscasts have come to exploit crimes for their own
purpose, namely, ratings. While one may not view the media as being
biased toward the reporting of the most infrequently occurring crimes, one
needs only to make a mental note of the first few news stories that are

broadcast each night. If a murder occurs within the area, for instance, the
possibility of it filling the top news slots is practically guaranteed. The ide;
that the public may believe only what the media depicts, that the only
stories worth reporting are those of atrocious and

gruesome actions, may very well, LaMay and Dennis conclude, produce a
grim view of the society in which we live.

This work also spends considerable time exploring what happens
to the victims of crime, but it relies too much on the reports of those who
experience crime in carrying out their police and criminal occupations.
Perspectives of various criminal justice officials are offered and those of

incarcerated perpetrators, but nowhere is the voice of the victim expressed
Instead, LaMay and Dennis simply note that the media reduces the victim

to name, age, and sometimes an address. The authors try to rationalize

their lack of treatment of the victim viewpoint asserting that the media
provides little reporting perhaps to protect the victim. While this may well:

be true, LaMay and Dennis should have worked harder to uncover this

|

important angle. There is considerable irony in the fact that this book,
focusing on the media portrayal of crime, does not even include one

1
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comment from a person who has suffered the trauma of an actual
victimization.

et al.: Book Reviews

The handling of crime in the media is also treated in some detail.
LaMay and Dennis assert that reporters seem to operate under a code of
conduct, but not one that should make them proud. The code of reporters,
the authors state, is that they should "be responsibly sensational. Be clear.
Don't make the story palatable. The real story usually isn't, and readers
should know that" (p. 30). Even worse, LaMay and Dennis report that the
media fill their stories on crime with euphemisms that dull news consumers
to what is happening. Will we stop getting chills up our spines when
someone is "shot to death" "minutes from our home?" Will we stop being
bothered when we become aware that a "convicted child molester,"
released early for "good behavior," is "relocated" to our neighborhood?

The painful reality is that euphemisms in the media keep the news
consumer from understanding the many complex sides of crime.
The main objective of this work, providing a discussion of the
relationship of the media and its portrayal of crime, is fairly well
accomplished, although more attention certainly needs to be given to the
voice of the victim. The different viewpoints that are included in this work
will be useful for those who study the media in conjunction or separate
from the issue of crime. Those who are scholars and students of sociology,

criminal justice, or communications will welcome this work.
Coercion andPunishmeni in Long-Term Perspectives edited by Joan
McCord. New York: Cambridge University Press, 1995. 392 pp. $59.95
cloth.

Gerry R. Cox
South Dakota School ofMines and Technology

In criminology, psychology, social work, and education there is no
equal to the articles that Joan McCord has brought together in Coercion
and Punishment in Long-Term Perspectives. Unlike most edited volumes
that pull together presentations from a conference, this one is not only
interesting and useful but it is also quite well-balanced in coverage of
information and quality of writing. The articles contained in it are based on
research that has been conducted in the areas of coercion, punishment, fear,
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socialization, and behavior. For educators, parents, child-care workers,
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6

criminologists, sociologists, or anyone who works with children, this
collection of articles will be fascinating.
The central thesis of this book is that children must be taught to
act appropriately in every society. Each society has its own ways of
teaching. Those ways have not been thoroughly researched. This book is
an attempt to look at what research has been done to answer thequestion
of how to get children to act appropriately, and it also examines what the
consequences have been of socialization and disciplinary methods that hav.
been used so far.

Specific research includes a study by Dumas and La Freniere that

compares coercive and supportive patterns ofinteraction in socially
competent and dysfunctional children and their mothers. The traditional

focus has been on training the parents who have been perceived as lacking
in skills and techniques for interacting with children. The Dumas and La
Freniere exchanged children in laboratory settings and found that the
mothers did have necessary skills to interact with children. The children

themselves may be part of the problem and not just their parents.
Another study by Coie, Terry, Zakriski, and Lochman examines

the networking in the sixth and eighth grades to try to link aggressive
behavior and poor peer relationships. To the researchers surprise, they
found that deviant cliques were socially preferred. They also found that
deviant peer association did not lead to later police contact. The authors

further conclude that being deviant was not associated with being unhappy
Laub and Sampson explore the long-term effects of punishment.

The researchers find that punitive parental discipline is strongly related to
delinquency. They also conclude thatjuvenile incarceration results in adultcrime. This study clearly indicates that both parents and the state need to
reassess the use of harsh punishment.
The text contains twenty-one articles. All articles are written in a

useful, interesting style. All are thoroughly documented and provide
excellent information. The book has small print and at first is a challenge
to read. The information, however, is so interesting that the size of the
print quickly is forgotten. As a text filled with methodology, research
findings, and statistical information, it should not be used as a lower-level

undergraduate text. For anyone in criminology, sociology, social work,

education, or parenting, will find the book useful. It is an impressive and ^
well-written book.

'
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Balancing Juvenile Justice by Susan Guarino-Ghezzi and Edward J.
Loughran. New Brunswick, NJ; Transaction Publishers, 1996. 213 pp.
$29.95 cloth.

Cynthia L. Phillips
University of Texas, Permian Basin

In Balancing Juvenile Justice, Guarino-Ghezzi and Loughran assert
that the juvenile justice system must move away from a reactive to a
preventive system. The most effective juvenilejustice system is a
"balanced" system, one in whichjuvenile offenders are both held
accountable for their acts and provided a continuum of specialized

programs and services of rehabilitation. The book focuses on the past and
current context of juvenilejustice in this country, while pointing to the

primary factors policy makers should consider when creating a juvenile
justice system which balances punishments and rehabilitation according to
offense characteristics and offender needs. The authors provide valuable
data on a variety ofjuvenile justice programs and offer a starting point for
discussion of a coherent, comprehensive juvenilejustice policy.
The authors point to several promising, emerging trends that are
subsequently incorporated into their model of a balanced juvenile justice
system. These trends include: (1) expansion of the range of supervision
programs, (2) increase in the range of service programs, (3) privatization of
program design and management, (4) use of rational decision-making
structures for disposition decisions, and (5) programs that emphasize
reintegration of youth into the community. The authors then discuss four

ideologies that have influenced thejuvenile system: the liberal perspective,
emphasizing rehabilitation; the libertarian perspective, encouraging
deinstitutionalization and due process rights; the conservative "just deserts"
perspective, emphasizing "getting tough" on juveniles; and a fundamentalist
perspective, emphasizing religious morality and "family values" (as
exemplified by the Reagan Administration's attempt to dismantle the Office
of Juvenile Justice and Delinquency Prevention because it was perceived as
"anti-family"). The recent era has been typified by a stagnation offederal
leadership in the area of juvenile justice, resulting in an emphasis on
process, how to try juveniles, rather than substance, what their sanctions
should consist be.
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Guarino-Ghezzi and Loughran suggest that lessons learned from
Great Plains Sociologist, Vol. 9 [1996], Art. 6
these ideological influences are several. First, simply providing
rehabilitation without a plan to prevent problems of violent families and
communities will fail to deal adequately withjuvenile offenders. Moreove
emphasis solely on rehabilitation ignores key issues of public safety,
offender accountability, and the concerns of victims. Second,
deinstitutionalization may not be the solution for all offenders, rather
confinement in small settings with specialized programming may be
necessaryfor some youths. Third, the conservative view that youths must
be held accountable for their actions should be an important component of<
juvenilejustice. An emphasis on retributionto the exclusion of
rehabilitation and on severity rather than certainty of punishment is
misguided. Fourth, the fundamentalist idea that government policy should*
not address social problems ignores the need for political leadership in
areas that impactjuvenilecrime, such as education and community and jot
development. These observations lead the authors to call for a balanced

juvenile justice system.
The authors also provide data on varied programmatic trends in
state juvenile corrections obtained through surveys of fifteen states for the
years 1990, 1993, and 1994. Texas, California, Ohio, Montana, and

Georgia have programmatic structures centered around institutions,
Alabama, Oregon, Florida, Delaware, and Maryland have instituted variou
reforms due to litigation, and Missouri, New Hampshire, Virginia, North
Dakota, and Mississippi have downsized institutions and, in some cases,
turned to community-based programs.
Problems in local corrections are identified and examples of reformi
policies provided. Solutions to detention overcrowding devised by
Cuyahoga County, Ohio, Broward County, Florida, and Wayne County,
Michigan are presented. The Community Intensive Supervision Project
(CISP) developed by Allegheny County, Pennsylvania, is offered as an
effective response to the overrepresentation of minority youths in
corrections. With respect to the role of police, the authors promote a
problem-oriented model for gang control and encourage an inter-agency
'Teintegrative policing" approach to meet supervision needs of offenders o
aftercare or parole from an institution.
The changing role ofjuvenile court from its inception to present
day is analyzed. The discussion of the limitations of//? Re Gault was
particularly interesting, with the authors noting that the revolutionary
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potential of the decision was not met because lack of procedure at the
et al.: Book Reviews
dispositional stage was not addressed. This is particularly significant
becausethe issue of proper placement is critical to a balanced justice
system. The trend toward use of waiver by courts using offense-based
classification criteria is discussed in some detail. The authors conclude that

while juvenile court is not a solution to juvenile crime, it is the best means

of attaining balanced dispositions for diverse offenders if certain strategies
are followed.

Guarino-Ghezzi and Loughran also address strategies for achieving
balanced decision making injuvenile corrections. Threetypes of placement
decision making are identified: legislative, judicial, and administrative (by
state agency). The authors suggest that the administrative model is likely
to be most effective in achieving balanced justice. Balanced placement
decisions require a management system that provides a classification model
as well as a system to monitor compliance with guidelines, therefore
various classification models are discussed in some detail.

Attention is given to the characteristics of a balanced correctional

continuum using the examples of the Massachusetts Department of Youth
Services and Los Angeles County. Examples of model supervision and
treatment programs are provided, including sex offender treatment, conflict
resolution, mentoring, and intensive family preservation services. The

authors identify six goalsfor establishing balanced justice: (1) offender
accountability- punishment, (2) public safety-risk control, (3) competency
development for offenders, (4) development of public-private partnerships,
particularly in provision of reintegrative programming, (5) maintenance of a
constitutional and humane system, (6) consensus-building among the
system branches (executive, legislative, judicial, and law enforcement). A
balanced justice policy will include clear and consistent rules and

consequences, including use of rewards, immediate response to violations,
reintegrative community-based programs, programs to increase the skills of
offenders, specialized treatment matched to individualized need, and
programs promoting resiliency to help youth resist negative environmental
influences.

In the concluding portion of this book, the possibility of a balanced
system is discussed, with the authors suggesting strategies for reform

emphasizing coalition-building and negotiation. Although one may have
reservations about privatization, the authors make a strong argument that,
with proper control by state agencies, privatization would be a cost-
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The balanced justice system reflects a blend of conservative

philosophy, the rehabilitative ideal of progressive theory, and the least
restrictive alternatives focus of the libertarian approach. The book is thus
useful for academicians, practitioners, policy makers, and well-informed

laypersons as a starting point for a public dialog on juvenilejustice policy.
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